
Reunion on the River • May 13-15, 2011
“What Happens on the River, Stays on the River”

Honors College-College of Arts and Sciences • The Graduate School 
• School of Business • University College • School of Law • Graduate 
School of Business

Your Rutgers–Camden friends…back then, were your 
classmates, confidantes, roommates, frat brothers or sorority 
sisters, witnesses to important moments, and the best of 
friends. Now, they are your fondest memories. Reunion is a 
chance to visit with old profs and reminisce about good times 
with friends.

SAVE THE DATE • May 14, 2011

Save the date and plan to come back to campus. There is 
something for everyone at Reunion!

During Reunion on the River 2011 all Honors College alumni 
and friends are invited to meet with Allen Woll, Robert 
Emmons, and Laura Goins, the staff of the Honors College, 
at 5:00 sharp at the Chancellor’s Welcome Reception.  The 
Honors College meeting area will be “front and center.”  
Afterward you will be led on a journey to the Honors College 
of the future at 319 Cooper Street, where Honors College 
students will soon have a home of their own. (Refreshments 
will be served).
 

Be sure to write “Honors College” where it asks for affiliation in 
the first section of the registration.
The full online registration will be available soon.
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Director’s Welcome

I would like to thank Professor Timothy 
Martin for filling in last year while I 
was on sabbatical.  He pioneered a 

new form of orientation which allowed 
our students to travel into Philadelphia 
and explore historic and artistic sites.  
Students visited Philadelphia murals, the 
Eastern State Penitentiary, the Union 
League, the Italian Market, and City Hall, 
and sampled Philadelphia food favorites 
along the way.  It’s a pleasure to be back 
and meet all of our new students.  
 This year we are actively engaged in acquiring 
financial support for a move to an Honors College house on 
Cooper Street.   For a long time we have been constrained 
by our limited space in Robeson Library, but we would need 
to move to a new space in order to grow.  A building has been 
identified at 319 Cooper, but we need the financial resources 
to make it happen.
 While I 
was away, the 
entire Honors 
College staff 
has continued 
to excel.  Robert 
Emmons has 
received his 
doctorate 
from Drew 
University, and 
has completed 
his film De 
Luxe: The Tale 
of the Blue 
Comet, which premiered on campus in October of 2010 to a 
large turn-out.   Never content to rest on his laurels,  Robert 
is already working on his next film, Diagram for Delinquents: 
Fredric Wertham and the Evolution of Comic Books,  a study 
of the psychiatrist Fredric Wertham, who proclaimed that comic 
books gave rise to juvenile delinquency (the horror!!!) in his 
book The Seduction of the Innocent during the 1950s.
 Mary Clare Chezik (now Venuto) left us for 
Philadelphia University and is now the assistant to the Provost.  
We were then fortunate to obtain the services of former honors 
student and Psychology M. A., Laura Goins, who continues as 
our Program Coordinator.  She recently travelled to Las Vegas 
to present her research at the annual Society for the Scientific 
Study of Sexuality Conference, where she accompanied two 
honors students, Susan Krisch and Jordan Barger, where they 
discussed how individuals perceive sexual behaviors.
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Melissa Aaronberg had her article 
“Lenin’s New Economic Policy: 
Coverage of the Policy by the New 
York Times” published in Student Pulse 
Online Academic Student Journal in 
June, 2010. 

Ben Panter was admitted to 
Philadelphia’s Moore College of Art 
and Design, which has, for the first 
time in its 162 years, accepted male 
students. Ben began graduate classes 
in studio art during the last week of 
June. His wife Melissa (Friedberg) 
Panter is teaching French in the Middle 
and High Schools of the Northern 
Burlington County Regional School 
District.

Adam Kibola graduated from Rutgers-
Camden in 
2005. He 
then worked 
with Leap 
High School 
students as a 
Mathematics 
Teacher 
Fellow for 
a year, an 
experience 
that was so 
impacting 
upon him that it still inspires his 
decisions today. He is currently a 4th 
year at Dartmouth Medical School. His 
focus is to get into healthcare policy/
management with an emphasis in 
African Healthcare systems.

Rebecca (McMahon) Vives Has 
a son named Maxwell (2) and a 
daughter named Jenevieve (1) and 
currently lives in Mount Ephraim, NJ. 
She teaches Social Studies at Triton 
Regional High School.

Since graduating, James Terway 
started pursing a Master's in Public 
Administration, specifically Public 
Management at Rutgers-Camden. His 
future aspirations are still to get into 
politics, because of this, his interest 
in PA is in the relationship between 
policy as it is intended and written, 

as compared to actual achievement 
when policy is enacted. He hopes 
that this understanding will prove 
to be priceless in the future. He is 
also currently working full-time at a 
company called Pain Management 
as an Executive Team Member. He 
reports directly to the CEO of the 
company. The team he works with is 
essential for the completion of many 
of the company's important tasks. 
In James’ spare time he has been 
preparing to move to Philadelphia and 
just recently started an outline for a 
book he  would like to write called "The 
Politician's Gold Standard". 

Chris Gazzara (BA, 2004; MA, 2009) 
has taught students literature and 
composition as a full-time faculty 
member at Burlington County College 
since 2008. In addition to assessing 
the Communication Arts and English 
programs, he is a co-faculty advisor to 
the Creative Writers' Guild, and assists 
with Phi Theta Kappa--International 
Honor Society of the Two-Year 
College. As he finishes his Master 
of Arts in Teaching from New Jersey 
City University, he is researching PhD 
programs in Rhetoric/Composition. 
He credits the Honors College for the 
mainstay of his teaching philosophy: 
applying the pursuit of intellect to 
community involvement.

Matt Venuto '07 and Mary Clare 
Chezik '07 were happily married 
on June 26, 2010 at Christ Our 
Light Catholic Church in Cherry Hill, 
NJ.  They have made their home in 
Philadelphia where they are closer 
to work and school.  Mary Clare has 
been employed as the Executive 
Administrative Assistant to the Provost 
of Philadelphia University since leaving 
Rutgers-Camden a year ago.  Matt 
is in his last year of dental school 
at the University of Pennsylvania.  
He will graduate in May and is 
currently applying for a residency in 
orthodontics.

Daniel McArdle has been attending 
the Rutgers GS-C grad program in 

Molecular Biology.  He will finish in May 
and currently is applying to MD/PhD 
programs for Infectious Disease and 
Molecular Genetics. Fingers crossed 
for getting into Robert Wood Johnson.  
Dan is still 
involved 
with the 
RUCSGA 
and 
University 
Senate and 
recently 
joined the 
RUAA, 
HCAA, and 
the Rutgers 
Board 
of Trustees. He has been fortunate 
enough to travel to New Orleans and 
help rebuild after hurricane Katrina, as 
well as travel to Canada and England. 
Dan is still a Patient Care Technician 
at Cooper University Hospital. He also 
grew out his hair and after it reached 
11 inches (in a ponytail) he donated 
it to Locks of Love. After Medical 
School he’ll be applying for a Fulbright 
Scholarship for Infectious Disease 
hopefully to a European Union member 
state. 

Tyler Richendollar has worked 
with Public Health Management 
Corporation’s Out-of-School Time 
Project in Philadelphia for the past 
year.  His role is one of Program 
Monitor where he provides targeted 
technical assistance to after school 
and summer camp programs. In his 
free time, Tyler serves as President 
to both the Honors College Alumni 
Association and Rutgers Alumni 
Running Club, as well as First Vice 
President of the Rutgers University 
- Camden Alumni Association.  He 
is also an active member in Young 
Urban Leaders and the Cooper 
Grant Neighborhood Association.  
Recently, Tyler was selected to receive 
the Rutgers Excellence in Alumni 
Leadership (REAL) Spirit Award.  In 
the upcoming year, he hopes to take a 
respite and travel abroad or return to 
school for an advanced degree.  
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After itching to join the finance world 
upon my graduation in the fall of 
2006, Rachana Gandhi immediately 
began working as an Index analyst 
for Dow Jones Indexes in Princeton. 
She was with the company when they 
experienced the economy’s highs (the 
DJIA breaking 14000, seemingly a 
very distant memory) and the lowest 
of the lows (the DJIA falling to 1,000). 
Rachana has recently accepted a 
position with the FTSE Group in 
Manhattan and plans to move there 
soon. She is  very lucky to have met 
such wonderful people at the Honors 
College and created such lasting 
relationships during her time at RUC! 

Lynn C. (Fischer) Fote (class of 
2001) is currently an associate at 
Dann Dorfman Herrell and Skillman 
in Philadelphia where she works on 
patent, trademark, and copyright 
matters. Ms. Fote obtained her J.D. 
from Rutgers - Camden in 2004, 
her Masters degree in Biology from 
Rutgers - Camden in 2008, and became 
registered to practice before the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office in 2009. 
Lynn currently lives in South Jersey with 
her husband.

Stuart Ross is in his third year of 
medical school at Loma Linda and loves 
it. He writes, “I took Step One of the 
US Medical Licensing Exam in June 
and have transitioned from classroom 
learning to my clinical experience in 
the hospital, where I rotate through 
the different wards and see what all 
of the different MD’s do. As of this 
writing, I just recently finished my 
elective cardiothoracic surgery rotation; 
unfortunately, I still don’t know what kind 
of doctor I want to be when I grow up.”

Dr. Traymanesha Moore, serves as 
the Program Coordinator in Rutgers 
University Newark. Throughout her 
academic years, she has devoted 
much of her time and energy to 
youth services. Dr. Moore received 
the first New Jersey Nets and Devils 
Outstanding Achievement Award in 
2003, and the Paul Robeson Cultural 

Center Award for Excellence.  Her 
research and career interest involves 
youth leadership, youth empowerment, 
and community development. Dr. Moore 
has also held numerous leadership 
positions within the city of Newark in 
youth development. Traymanesha 
Moore successfully completed her 
Ph.D. in Curriculum, Teaching, and 
Educational Policy from Michigan State 
University in 2008.

After graduating Rutgers this past 
May, Jen Baciu started her job hunt 
and passed her nursing boards. 
She accepted a position at Penn 
Presbyterian Medical Center in the CCU 
(Coronary 
Care Unit). 
She is in the 
middle of a 
six-month 
orientation with 
a preceptor 
and when 
she begins 
practicing on 
her own she 
will have a 
mentor. She 
writes, “The transition from college into 
career is very exciting. The program 
offered two months of classes before 
I was able to start working on my 
unit. I’ve learned more in these past 
few months than I could have ever 
imagined. I am becoming a critical care 
nurse and hopefully will go from novice 
to expert in my field of practice! Next 
year, I will start my masters in nursing at 
University of Penn.”

After graduating in May 2010 with a 
B.A. in Biology, Bob Langan returned 
for his fifth year at Rutgers Camden 
to work on a M.A. in Psychology. As it 
turned out, this second tour at Rutgers 
will end short for him. In Fall 2011 he 
will begin a four-year study at University 
of Essex in the U.K. to obtain a M.A. 
in Jungian Studies and a PhD in 
Psychoanalytic Studies. This is a one-
of-a-kind program that will allow him 
to work on a thesis combining Jung's 
theory of psychological types with 

philosophical ideas of consciousness 
and society. For the time being Bob is 
taking graduate courses part-time while 
working in the Honors College as a 
work study assistant. In addition he is 
working on his writing of fiction and non-
fiction, as well as honing his golf game. 
Ultimately he does not know where in 
the world he will be in four years, other 
than he hopes to be producing fiction 
that reflects his research ideas. He 
will always be grateful for the Honors 
College giving him the opportunity to 
move onto what is essentially a dream 
school for him.

In October of 2009 Jessica (Shields) 
Soulliard was hired as a part-time 
basic skills teacher at Thomas Jefferson 
Elementary School in Washington 
Township, the district where she went 
to school. She works with second and 
third-grade students who are struggling 
in reading and math. Jessica also 
continues volunteering as a leader 
with Gloucester County Wyldlife, a 
Christian middle-school outreach. She 
was engaged to Matthew Soulliard in 
January of 2010 after dating for three 
and a half years. Although they did not 
meet at Rutgers, Matthew attended 
Rutgers Camden for two years and 
graduated in May of 2010. Jessica and 
Matthew were married in July, and are 
living in a home in Williamstown. 

Brandi Scardilli got a job at a 
small publishing house in Medford - 
Information Today, Inc. It publishes 
a combination of business/research/
media guides and regional nonfiction 
and fiction. She says, “They were 
impressed by my thesis and the fact 
that I did internships - both of which are 
thanks to Rutgers!”
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Honors College 
“Think Tank”
 To kick off a new se-
mester and welcome a new 
class, the Honors College 
made some big chang-
es for the 2010-
2011 school year. 
We welcomed 
our newest class 
(2014) with a full-
day orientation 
unlike any we have 
had in the past (see 
article). Our next order 
of business was to bring 
this cohort, along with our 
upperclassmen, together in 
our first ever meeting of the 
Honors College Think Tank!
 The Honors College 
“Think Tank” was an idea 
that developed to unite our 
students from early in their 
college careers and to have 
a group that works together 
for the betterment of the 
Honors College as a whole. 
We imagined the Think Tank 
would function as an adviso-
ry board, to which we could 
bring ideas for feedback and 
the students could share 
their ideas with the Honors 
College staff. With these 
goals in place, we invited 
students (many first-year and 
some upperclassmen) to join 
us on October 4 to discuss 
some newly proposed initia-
tives for the Honors Col-
lege. Students were brought 
together through Facebook 
advertisements and campus 
fliers, and of course, the lure 
of free food.  
 The first meeting of 
the Think Tank began with a 
plan to establish its mission 
and to institute our com-
munication tools. Early in 
the meeting, Anna Mathews 
(2013) proposed the creation 
of a Sakai page and the 
group agreed. The page is 
currently in use and features 
news announcements as well 
as space for students to post 
ideas, host a chat, email the 

group and more. An addi-
tional focus of this inaugural 
meeting of the Think Tank 
was Dr. Robert Emmons’ 
proposal to integrate service 
learning into the mission of 
the Honors College. The 

discussion focused on 
a general idea to 

implement a set 
number of hours 
each semester 
into the require-
ments of the 

Honors College, 
beginning with the 

Class of 2015. Feedback 
from the group was positive 
and our current students 
were excited to begin plan-
ning activities and projects to 
meet this goal. 
 The Think Tank had 
its second and final meeting 
of the semester on Decem-
ber 7 to discuss additional 
plans for our new service 
learning requirement as well 
as a new lounge purchase. 
The meeting kicked-off with 
special guest Jeff Jones 
(2010 alum), who discussed 
the creation of the Honors 
Angel Project, an initiative 
to involve Honors College 
students in charitable work 
both locally and globally.  
The Honors Angel Project 
will feature student mem-
bers of the Think Tank, who 
will work closely with Jeff to 
develop service projects to fit 
our new service requirement. 
Until then, we look forward to 
a productive Spring semes-
ter with the Honors College 
Think Tank

Class of 2014 First-Year 
Orientation
 On August 26, 2010, 
for the first time in a number 
of years, the Honors College 
welcomed the Class of 2014 
with an “honors only” First-
Year Orientation. The entire 
summer was devoted to 
planning every detail of this 
jam-packed day, from where 
students would go, what 

they would eat, even to what 
they would wear! All hands 
were on deck for this event 
and it could not have been 
completed without the help of 
Chancellor Wendell Pritchett, 
The Office of New Student 
Programs, Kristin 
Walker, Acting-Di-
rector Timothy 
Martin, and 
many oth-
ers. We 
are grate-
ful to each 
of these 
individu-
als for their 
assistance in 
making this year’s 
orientation possible!
 Early in the summer, 
students were invited to join 
our “Class of 2014” Face-
book page. There, students 
got to know one another 
before Orientation and the 
start of the Fall semester. We 
also used our wall as a tool 
to keep students informed 
as Orientation approached, 
including hints about group 
colors and Orientation day 
destinations. 
 Students arrived 
early on August 26th, greeted 
by our staff, peer mentors 
and Honors College alumni. 
The morning kicked off with 
programs for students and 
parents, focused on helping 
our newest cohort make the 
transition to Rutgers Univer-
sity and the Honors College. 
Cur-
rent 
stu-
dents 
from 
the 
Hon-
ors 
Col-
lege 
were 
asked 
to 
speak 
about 
their experiences, ranging 
from research and indepen-

dent study opportunities (Su-
san Krisch & Jordan Barger, 
2011) to leadership experi-
ences and campus involve-
ment (William C. Labbree & 
Sandi Lord, 2011). 
 With business com-

plete for the 
morning, 

every-
one’s 

at-

ten-
tion 

turned 
to deter-

mining which 
location each group would 
visit. Student groups were 
arranged in advance of Ori-
entation, as were the desti-
nations for the day; However, 
we left it up to fate to deter-
mine which groups would 
visit which locations. Colored 
ping-pong balls (representing 
the groups) were randomly 
selected as each destina-
tion was read aloud. Once 
in their groups, students got 
to know with one another, 
their peer mentor & Honors 
College Alumni member as 
they made their way toward 
Philadelphia. Groups trav-
eled via PATCO and Rutgers 
transportation to various 
spots throughout the city, 
including Eastern State Peni-
tentiary, Philadelphia Mosaic 

and 
Mural 
Arts 
tours, 
City 
Hall, 
Phila-
del-
phia 
Acad-
emy of 
Fine 
Arts, 
The 
Italian 

Market, The Mutter Mu-
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As a college student, learning 
comes in many forms. Certainly 
inside the classroom and often 

outside the classroom as well. No 
better an example of the “beyond the 
classroom” experience comes in the 
form of students studying abroad. 
Travelling and studying abroad comes 
in many forms for Honors College 
students. Rutgers students can 
participate in the Rutgers University 
Study Abroad Program. Students 
can Study in English, or in the native 
language of the host country. They 
can study for a year, a semester, or a 
summer at a foreign college. Students 
take regular classes, participate in an 
internship, or even teach in a school, 
work in a clinic, observe the wildlife or 
savor the local cuisine all while earning 
Rutgers credits.
  Rutgers-Camden Honors 
College students also have the 
opportunity to participate in our 
campus International Studies Program. 
International Studies at Rutgers-
Camden is a unique program, an 
alternative or supplement to the 
traditional year or semester abroad 
sponsored by many American 
universities. The emphasis is on 
integrating brief periods of travel 
with regularly-offered courses in the 
university curriculum at Camden. Each 
year, usually during the Spring term, 
the program sponsors between five and 
ten courses, working with academic 
departments and individual faculty 
members to extend the work of the 
classroom into a first-hand experience of 
cultural life outside the United States. 
  Faculty members accompany 
their students on these study tours, and 
travel may take place during Winterim, 
over Spring break, or after classes end 
in May. The program is ideal for students 
who want some exposure to foreign 
cultures but for whom an extended 
period abroad may not be feasible. 
http://int-studies.camden.rutgers.edu
Other ways students extend their 
experience beyond the U.S. is 
completely self-started! Students go 
abroad through internships, research 
and service projects.
Let’s hear from some of our students 

that have done just that this past year!

Brian Lallier
  Brian Lallier recently returned 
from a summer research trip in Finland, 
working in partnership with the National 
Science Foundation, and the Finnish 
company METLA.  His General Ecology 
professor, John Dighton, informed him 

of the opportunity, and Brian headed 
off to Finland with several Rutgers 
students.  During his stay, he and his 
fellow researchers travelled to the Arctic 
Circle (which was much warmer than 
he expected), Estonia, and Sweden 
(where he saw the Royal Princess’s 
wedding).  While back in the lab, he 
and his team investigated the residue 
left behind when trees are harvested in 
the logging industry.  Does the residue 
encourage tree growth, add nutrients, 
or protect root systems?  Brian had no 
answers as yet, since this is a multi-year 
investigation.  He enjoyed meeting new 
people in his travels, although he found 
the Finnish a bit reserved compared 
to his American acquaintances.   He 
is looking forward to returning to 
Europe, and is looking for internships in 
Germany for next summer.  

Urszula Stankiewicz
  Urszula wrote the Honors 
College and described her experience 
abroad: “This summer, I spent five 
weeks doing volunteer work in Kenya.  
I was extremely nervous as I sat at 
the airport in Philadelphia awaiting my 
flight.  I had no idea what would happen 
when I got off the plane in Nairobi, or 
even where I would be staying.  For 
many, this would be a rather frightening 
experience.  For me, however, it 
provided a sense of adventure that I 

desperately craved.  
  For years, I had wanted to do 
volunteer work abroad.  My mission in 
life is to make a positive impact in the 
world by helping others, and thought this 
would be a great way to start while I am 
still working on my degree.  Like many 
others, however, I was unfortunately 
blocked from doing such volunteer 
work due to financial considerations.  
Most organizations charge very large 
fees that most students cannot afford 
without taking loans or doing extensive 
fundraising.  Fortunately, through 
much research I found a relatively 
new organization with very reasonable 
prices called “International Volunteer 
Headquarters.”  Finally, I was able to 
realize my dreams.
  I spent my first two weeks in 
rural Kenya doing HIV/AIDS work.  I 
rose early every morning to work in the 
local hospital, go on home visits, and 
educate the children at the local school 
on the realities of the virus.  I lived in 
a mud hut with no running water or 
electricity.  There was no restroom, and 
I bathed (once a week) and relieved 
myself outdoors.  Although such 
conditions may not be for everybody, I 
loved my home there very much.  My 
village was beautiful and I learned 
very much from the simple living I 
experienced here.  
  However, I felt that I could be 

of more use elsewhere and relocated to 
Kibera to do orphanage work.  Kibera 
is the second largest slum in Africa 
and is located in Nairobi, Kenya.  What 
I saw and experienced in the slum 
was completely heartbreaking and 
changed my life forever. There I saw 
a level of poverty and sickness that I 
had never before seen.  I worked in 
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an orphanage that was barely able to provide for the fifty 
children it sheltered.  The area was also very dangerous due 
to violence, disease, the close proximity to railroad tracks, 
and the instability of housing. Yet, this is where many children 
grew up.
  This experience was everything I had hoped it would 
be.  I was able to immerse myself in a completely different 
culture and experience things through another perspective.  
I learned much more than I could ever learn from reading a 
book.  Most importantly, however, I was able to genuinely 
help others.  The feeling one gets from making a difference 
in another person’s life cannot be put in to words.  What I 
gave can never truly amount to what I have gained from 
volunteering abroad.”

Kyle Weber
  Kyle writes, “Muscles hurt that I didn’t even know 
I had, not to mention the buzzards overhead were waiting 
for us to keel over from the heat that was upwards of 100 
degrees. I swung the pickaxe, putting my full weight into 
it, trying to smash the huge rock that was in the way of our 
neat little trench. I was 
quickly winded—my 
tender northeastern lungs 
weren’t used to this hot 
and grainy Honduran air. 
  Each day that 
week of July, 2010 I 
travelled to a remote 
destination in rural Tela, 
Honduras to a place 
I fondly referred to as 
death valley. It was 
surrounded by stagnant water on three sides in the middle of 
what was essentially a desert. That’s the thing with free land: 
beggars can’t be choosers. The land was donated to a local 
church. We were there to lend our labor and help build it. 
  That week we broke ground and laid the foundation 
for a church in a sparsely populated animist region. There 
were no power tools, no running water, and no transportation. 
We had wheelbarrows to carry the heavy cement and cinder 
blocks that were stored in a nearby home. There was some 
man who brought his horse and wagon to help transport the 
heavy materials on site for 10 or 20 Lempiras per trip, less 
than $1. He had a beautiful, wild horse he affectionately 
called caballo—horse. The foreman spoke little, as if 
sometimes we were more of a burden than a help. They used 
terms I wasn’t familiar with, and I asked lots of questions. The 
foundation was slowly built. They diverted the standing water, 
irrigating the trench and using it to mix the mortar. Gravel and 
sand were obtained from a nearby deposit—a building project 
that never came to fruition, they told me. I was impressed. 
The foreman used no blue prints, no plans, just his eyes and 
what was around him. He smiled only rarely, and he never 
made mistakes. I wondered what it would be like if it was an 

American construction team doing the work.
  My final work day I didn’t go to the church site. 
Instead I went with the medical team to a maximum security 
prison where I soon found out I was to translate triage for the 
doctors. I screened 35 prisoners, mostly murderers, and their 
usual sentence upwards of 15 years. I talked to every single 
prisoner about his crime and his experience. I left 3 hours 
later wondering what had just happened.
  Someone on our team asked one day why we 
did this, why we come here. I didn’t understand at first, it 
was obvious, wasn’t it? But at the end of the week of my 
first mission trip I understood: we come in a whirlwind of 
activity and supplies, and a week later I’m back watching the 
Yankees and worrying about the price of gas, and it’s like we 
were never there. There are no more cinder blocks, no more 
cement, and no more money. What’s going to happen once 
we leave, I ask Padre Marco Antonio, who will help then? He 
looked at me and smiled and shook his head. It is only us, 
he says. I think of the man in prison with melanoma on his 
leg the size of a baseball who doesn’t know he’ll be dead in 
less than 30 days. What do we tell him someone asks. Start 
praying, the doctor says.
  I won’t return to Honduras until 2012. I don’t know 
what happened to Padre Marco Antonio or the quiet foreman. 
Maybe they’re worshipping in the church right now. What I do 
know is this: they are some of the most resourceful people 
I have ever met. They were ok before we showed up, and I 
know they’ll be ok after we left. Like the rest of us they just 
need someone to care. They’ll be alright. “
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seum and The Union 
League. Students 
were also treated 
to lunch at historic 
locations, including 
Jim’s Steaks on South 
Street and the Read-
ing Terminal Market. 
 Once back 
on campus, groups 
recalled their day in 
a brief presentation, 
complete with photo-
graphs of themselves 
throughout Philadel-
phia. As the excite-
ment of the day came 
to a close, students, 
staff and guests of ori-
entation were treated 
to a special barbeque 
on campus. As the 
sun set on an exciting 
Honors Orientation 
day, students shared 
with us their thoughts 
on their welcome to 
the Honors College:
 “My freshman 
honors orientation was 
a great experience, 
and a great oppor-
tunity to meet new 

people in my class. 
The experience I had 
at orientation lead 
me to meet a lot of 

great friends!” –Joc-
elyn Wardlaw (Nursing 
major)
 “The Honors 
Orientation was a 
great experience and 
wonderful way to be 
welcomed into Rut-
gers University. The 
different activities and 
interactions were a lot 
of fun and made get-
ting to know my fellow 
classmates a lot easier 
before the school year 
actually started.”-- 
Pierce Hacking (Politi-
cal Science major)
 “Honors 
Orientation 2014 was 
so much fun! It gave 
me a fresh, historical 
perspective on one of 
my favorite sites, the 
Eastern State Peniten-
tiary. It was also great 
to interact and create 
friendships with some 
other incoming fresh-
man Honor students 
and the Honors Col-
lege Faculty. I couldn’t 

think of a better way to 
start the semester.”— 
Alexis Talbot (BA/JD 
program)

Students Present 
Research at 
Conference in 
Las Vegas, Nevada

 In November 
2010, Honors College 
seniors Jordan Barger 
and Susan Krisch 
traveled to Las Vegas, 
Nevada along with 
Faculty Mentor Luis 
Garcia and Graduate 
Mentor Laura Goins to 
present their research 
at the annual Society 
for the Scientific Study 
of Sexuality (SSSS) 
conference. Since 
January 2010, both 
Susan and Jordan 
have worked alongside 
Dr. Garcia and Laura, 
collecting data for a 
study examining het-
erosexual individuals’ 
perceptions of sexual 
behaviors. As Psychol-
ogy majors, Susan and 
Jordan took advantage 

of the opportunity 
to participate in an 
independent study and 
complete a require-
ment of the Honors 
College. When asked 
about her research 
experience, Susan 
said, “Participating in 
research has taught 
me so much about the 
process of conducting 
a study from start to 
finish. Learning how 
research is achieved, 
outside of the class-
room, will be helpful 
as I begin graduate 
study. Although the 
project was difficult at 
times, the experience 
was very rewarding.”  
Susan and Jordan 
were accepted to the 
conference as present-
ers of two projects; 
One was a poster 
presentation where 
they discussed a proj-
ect the group hopes 
to begin working on 
in the Spring 2011 
semester examining 
a homosexual popu-
lation. The second 
was a 20-minute oral 

presentation, detailing 
results of a research 
program Dr. Garcia 
and Laura have been 
working on together 
since 2007. Of attend-
ing and participating 
in the conference, 
Jordan said, “The 
SSSS conference was 
such a great venue 
for me to meet estab-
lished researchers and 
graduate students, to 
learn about research 
opportunities, gradu-
ate programs, and get 
advice.” The group 
spent four days at the 
conference, attending 
various poster presen-
tations and speeches, 
and even made a little 
time for sightseeing in 
the city of lights! The 
research group is cur-
rently finalizing their 
analyses and plans to 
submit their research 
for publication soon.

The Year of Civic Engagement

Beginning in fall 2011, all incoming Honors College 
students will have a new civic and academic en-
gagement requirement as a part of their curriculum.  

Students will be offered the op-
portunity to expand their worlds, 
with the new  honors seminar 
“Reforming Urban Education.”  
Students will review educa-
tional  policies, programs, and 
institutions), and then will enter 
Camden high schools to men-
tor students as they think about 
college.  Honors  students may 
also participate in civic engage-
ment outside the classroom.  
Honors College alum Jeff Jones 
will welcome our students into his 
new organization, the Angel Network, which is designed to 
help the citizens of Camden in a variety of ways from cloth-
ing drives to computer access and assistance.  He has also 
invited students onto his executive board so they can help to 

plan future initiatives.
 Joining in the effort is our new Honors College Think 
Tank – consisting of new Honors College freshmen and 
sophomores --which plans new civic engagement initiatives. 
(see separate article)

 Additionally, honors stu-
dents will be encouraged to 
explore the many academic and 
guest lecture opportunities on 
the campus.  Whether joining 
campus clubs with an academic 
slant—Spanish Tertulias or the 
Philosophy Club, for example—
students will be able to expand 
their academic worlds beyond the 
classroom.
 All opportunities will be 
listed on a special honors col-
lege webpage, and updated via 

weekly emails.  We therefore encourage all faculty members 
to notify us of any upcoming events so we may post them on 
our web page, and encourage our students to attend.

Think Tank
Continued from page 4
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The First Honors 
College Roast
Craig Shellenberger 

and 
Laura Miles Krisch

 

On November 20, 2010, we celebrated the first 
Honors College Roast in honor of one of our 
most celebrated students.  Craig 

Shellenberger was one of the most active 
students in the Honors College, always 
helping new freshmen to find their way 
at Rutgers University.  He attended 
Haunted Hayrides and annual Snow 
Balls, and helped to create a spirit of 
friendship and camaraderie among our 
students.  During his last year at Rutgers 
he assisted us as a work study student, 
and mastered the intricate registration 
system—quite a triumph!  The response to 
the roast was impressive, as students from the 

past ten years of 
the Honors College 
joined in the fun.  
From Ian Bonilla 
(Class of 2001) 
to Alexis Talbot 
(Class of 2014), 
students from our 
past decade joined 
in the fun.  Not 
only did Laura 
and Steven Krisch 

think of the idea, but the rest of the Krisch family was in 
attendance as well.  Jason brought his unique sense 

of humor to the roast, and sister Susan joined in the 
fun also.  Tyler Richendollar, head of the Honors 
College Alumni Association, also brought his wit 
to the proceedings.  Professor Timothy Martin, of 
the English Department, dropped by to greet Craig, 

as they had both travelled to Ireland together on 
an International Studies trip.  It was a grand Honors 

College reunion, uniting past and present generations 
of students.  It was indeed an aristocratic event.

“helped 
to create a 

spirit of friendship 
and camaraderie 

among our 
students”


