
Students Present at Celebration of Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity 

On April 24, 2007, Rutgers Camden recognized the scholarly research and academic achievement of its undergraduate students by encouraging 
them to display and discuss their research at the annual CURCA (A Celebration of Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity).  The Hon-
ors College made up an impressive portion of the presenting students (10 out of 44) and their research extended across all disciplines.  Here are 
a few examples of the research our Honors students are conducting.  

In Biology, Honors College student Mishae Khan, along 
with two other Rutgers students, is working on a project 
entitled “Laser Ablation Filming on Biological Growth 
Medium.”  They hope that by studying the effects of the 
laser and the polymer coating on agar, they can prevent 
the growth and attachment of cells.  Preventing eukary-
otic growth would be very useful for the sterilization of 
tools, scalpels and other objects prone to bacteria growth.  

In the area of Criminal Justice and Sociology, Kristin 
Curtis’s project “Sexual Victimization Against Cognitively 
Impaired Populations” reviews the literature and existing 
data on impaired victims of sexual abuse.  Kristin says 
that it is difficult to report on existing data because few 
victims report abuse.  Kristin also developed recommen-
dations for better policies on how people should respond 
to this form of victimization.  She calls for education on 
sexual victimization, the elimination of physical barriers, 
the increase in training of practitioners and law enforce-

ment, the promotion of tolerance, and the formation of good relationships with the disabled community.

Welcome to the Honors College! We have lots of exciting new courses and events planned for this year. Our Associate Director Robert A. Em-
mons, Jr. has continued his superb work with our new class advising. He has also been selected as a Master Teacher at the National Collegiate 
Honors Council conference in Denver this fall. We shall enjoy his presentation with a team of officers from the Honors Advisory Board and 
the Honors Student Organization. The students will also attend the conference sessions in order to bring back new ideas for the Honors Col-
lege at Rutgers Camden.

After a visit to Dave and Buster’s with our new freshmen, we’ll be starting work this fall on a wide variety of new programs. We’ll be 
visiting museums in Philadelphia, attending movie premieres, and attending the Philadelphia Orchestra. Many juniors will also be 
traveling abroad with our International Studies Program, and many sophomores will be experimenting with future careers with new 
internships. Watch your email for announcements of these new program opportunities! And, remember, if you need any help on any aspect 
of your college career, please drop by the office and we’ll help you get the answers to any questions you may have. Robert, Mary Clare Chezik, 
and I are looking forward to meeting you. I’ll be serving as Acting Associate Dean for the Camden College of Arts and Sciences (in addition 
to Director of the Honors College) during this coming year, so I hope that many of you will be visiting me in the Dean’s Complex in Armitage 
Hall.
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Jamie Boulden presents his project Quantifying Extracelluar Thyroid Hormone in Adult Rat Brains



Research, Awards, 
Publications... Who Has 
Time for a Disability?

Some undergraduates write research papers. 
Others, like Kristin Curtis, help their profes-
sors write books.

The double Criminal Justice and Sociology 
major graduated with a 3.9 GPA and also con-
tributed to a New Jersey Governor’s Report.

“I’m on campus all day until around 6 at night 
working on projects and doing graduate level 
work. I like to get everything done correctly 
the first time,” says the Bellmawr resident.

She is enrolled in the Rutgers-Camden Hon-
ors College and is a recipient of the Dean’s 
Merit Scholarship, the Academic Excellence 
Scholarship, and the Bloustein Award. The 
Rutgers-Camden Department of Sociology, 
Anthropology, and Criminal Justice presented 

Curtis with the Masterton Award, the top 
undergraduate prize for criminal justice.

Curtis’s positive attitude has also helped her 
overcome her own physical challenges. At age 
five, she lost 12% of her hearing. “I’ve always 
been active, played sports, it’s never really af-
fected me,” says Curtis, a 2003 Triton Regional 
High School graduate.

During the Rutgers-Camden Honors Convoca-
tion ceremony on Tuesday, May 8, Curtis was 
inducted into the Athenaeum Honor Society 

and received the James Gaffney Memorial 
Award, which is presented to a student who 
has achieved success in spite of a disability.

In addition to fulfilling the requirements for 
a double major and high academic standing, 
Curtis also assists Myra Bluebond-Langner, 
a distinguished professor of anthropology at 
Rutgers-Camden, in compiling data for her 
forthcoming book, Choiceless Choices: Deci-
sion Making for Children with Cancer When 
Cure is Not Likely.

With Michelle Meloy, an assistant professor 
of sociology at Rutgers-Camden, Curtis has 
conducted an exhaustive literature review, 
summarizing the existing data on rape and 
sexual assault within cognitively impaired 
populations. These findings have been pre-
sented as recommendations for how the State 
of New Jersey should respond to this form of 
victimization.

“Cognitively impaired individuals are at a 
higher risk of sexual victimization than non-
disabled populations, yet little is being done to 
address the problem. Victims seldom report 
the crimes, law enforcement is often non-re-
sponsive to the allegations that do come forth, 
and education and prevention platforms are 
ineffective. I have developed best practices to 
improve victim-reporting, criminal justice 
responses, and prevention platforms,” the Rut-
gers-Camden student scholar asserts.

After graduation, Curtis will enter the gradu-
ate program in Criminal Justice at Rutgers-
Camden. Eventually she plans on earning her 
doctorate in criminology.

Capping a College Career 
with Honors

Each year the Intercollegiate Studies Insti-
tute (ISI) selects 50 of the country’s brightest 
undergraduates for its Honors Fellowship Pro-
gram. Nathan Hitchen represented the campus 
in this elite group.

A political science major in the Honors Col-
lege, Hitchen traveled to Montana this past 
summer for the first in a series of conferences 
throughout the year. Titled “Individual and 
Community in the Settling of America,” the 
weeklong conference in Big Sky brought the 
program’s fellows together for in-depth discus-
sions on the founding of America.

“For me, the Montana experience plugged me 
into a broader network of students so that we 
can discuss issues and query one another about 
our universities. It was a fairly rigorous intel-
lectual experience featuring daily lectures and 
discussion groups on books we’d been required 
to read over the summer,” says Hitchen, who 
was home schooled throughout high school, 
graduating in 2003.

As part of Hitchen’s ISI fellowship he attended 
weekend conferences in Providence, Chicago, 
and San Antonio, and an additional weeklong 
conference in Indianapolis in April. Hitchen 
also worked closely with his faculty mentor 
Dr. Mark Shiffman, an assistant professor of 
humanities and Augustinian traditions at Vil-
lanova University. 

In addition to Hitchen’s attendance at national 
conferences throughout the semester he also 
managed to earn the Jack Marvin Weiner Me-
morial Award for the best undergraduate thesis 
in political science. To develop his 109-page 
paper titled “A Great Power: The American 
Executive and His Energy in War,” Hitchen 
traveled to the Presidential Library of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt in Hyde Park, New York.

After graduation Hitchen has accepted a fully 
funded one-year fellowship at the John Jay In-
stitute for Faith, Society, and Law in Colorado 
Springs. Selected in a group of only a dozen 
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fellows, Hitchen will spend the fall semester 
with other post-undergraduate collegians with 
a vocational interest in public affairs, and then 
will travel to Washington, D.C. in the spring 
for an internship.

His junior year experience at St. Andrews 
University in Scotland has inspired Hitchen to 
eventually return there to study international 
relations at the graduate level.

Riley Off to Veterinary School

Jenny Riley, Class of 2007, came to the Honors 
College at Rutgers with a full scholarship.  
During the course of Jenny’s four years she 
studied biology with an emphasis in neurobi-
ology with the goal of getting into veterinary 
school.  

In order to gain experience for this endeavor, 
Jenny has been working as a veterinary techni-
cian at Mount Laurel Animal Hospital part 
time for the past five years.  In addition to 
working in the field, Jenny chose to further her 
knowledge of the subject area by assisting in 
the research and development of a paper with 
the Biology Department’s Dr. William Saidel.  

The paper was “accepted upon review” and is 
looking to become published.  

Along with research, Jenny also participated 
in the Student Ambassador and International 
Studies programs.  Jenny has been accepted 
into the University of Pennsylvania: School of 
Veterinary Medicine for the Fall and she hopes 
to one day start her own practice with small 
animals in South Jersey. 
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journal for her original artwork.

Lash’s re-envisioning of three cover designs 
for works by the Marquis de Sade earned her 
honors as the winning artist of the editorial 
category in the student award issue of Canada’s 
most prominent graphic design journal, Ap-
plied Arts. 

“I wanted to design something that would ap-
peal to modern aesthetics, something simple 
and direct, using a single image as an allegory
for each story’s theme,” says Lash, a 2002 
graduate of Pennsauken High School.  
The Rutgers-Camden senior graphic design 
and photography major designed the series for 
her Communications Design I class taught by 
Allan Espiritu, an assistant professor of fine arts 
at Rutgers-Camden. 

Honors College Student Groups

A large part of the many exciting events and 
ideas that flow through the Honors College is 
due to its student organizations. The Honors 
Student Organization and The Honors Advi-
sory Board are student led groups that provide 
the students and the staff of the Honors Col-
leges with many opportunities and ideas. 

This year, led by officers Josh Burns, Danielle 
Reiss, Josh Hanson, and Jim Terway, the HSO 
took a trip to Creamy Acres, held the annual 
Costume Ball, cooked meals for the Ronald 
McDonald House, held the Second Annual 
Battle of the Bands, and co-sponsored the first-
ever Trivia Night with HAB.  

The HAB, led by Mike McClain, Brandi 
Scardilli, and Kwan Hui, had an eventful year.  
They co-sponsored a screening at the Ritz 
Theater, worked a WHYY drive, and held trips 
to Adventure Aquarium, King Tut, and a Thai 
restaurant for an Ethnic Dinner Night. 

To learn what the HSO and HAB are planning 
for the 2007-2008 year please visit the Honors 
College calendar at:
http://honors.camden.rutgers.edu/hcevents/
hcevents.html

Venuto Leaves for Dental 
School

Class of 2007 graduate Matthew Venuto joined 
the Honors College in the Fall of 2003 because 
he wanted the experience of a small college 
atmosphere that allowed for close, personal 
interaction with professors and students.  

Matt has made the most of his college years by 
excelling in both academics and leadership. 
Matt majored in biology and minored in Span-
ish with the goal of entering dental school after 
graduation.  

When asked how his involvement with the 
Honors College has improved his personal 
growth, Matt says he has met wonderful 
friends and college gave him the opportunity 
to serve in a leadership position in a student 
group for two years.  

Matt served as Vice President for the Honors 
Student Organization, a social and servic based 
organization, for two consecutive years and 
was the driving force behind Rutgers-Cam-
den’s first ever Battle of the Bands.  Academi-
cally, Matt said that the Honors College was 
a strong point on his resume and aided in his 
acceptance to the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Medicine and Dentistry.  

Matt plans to pursue dentistry in the hope 
of owning his own business and contribut-
ing positively to the health and well-being of 
society.  

Lash’s Design Work Honored

Pennsauken resident Emily Lash, an under-
graduate at Rutgers University—Camden, has 
been recognized in a major graphic design 

Jenny Riley

Matthew Venuto with parents
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The Fall 2007 semester marks the start of the 
first BA/JD Dual Degree Program class. The 
program’s first class consists of Honors College 
students Robert Cahall (Psychology), Randy 
W. Ford (Political Science), and Rachel Scarlata 
(Political Science).

The BA/JD program gives 
students the opportunity to 
complete both a Bachelor 
of Arts and a Juris Doctor 
degree in six years rather 
than seven. The program 
is a joint endeavor of the 
Camden College of Arts 
and Sciences and the Rut-
gers Law School-Camden. 

The first class is excited to 
begin, so much so that Ca-
hall got a jumpstart on his 
studies by taking the Summer Torts Session. 

“Law school is what I expected, but that is 
because I expected it to be challenging and 
dramatically different from undergraduate 
studies. The summer session has been very 
helpful as a way to ease into law school studies. 
Starting with one class is profoundly different 
than starting with four. It can also serve as an 
effective ‘litmus test’ for anyone having doubts 
about whether or not law school is for them. 
In all, I believe this program has been a great 
stepping stone into law school, and it will serve 
me well throughout law school by providing 
me with a stronger, more confident
foundation when I begin full-time studies in 
the fall.”

The Honors College caught up with Rachel and 
Randy before the start of the year to get their 
thoughts on starting Law School.

“I’m really nervous and excited to start law 
school in the fall,” says Scarlata. “I think the 
BA/JD program is a great opportunity for 

Rutgers-Camden Dual Degree BA/JD Program 
Starts Its First Class Of Law Students. 

people who know what they would like to do 
after college. It was one of the main reasons 
that I chose to come to Rutgers Camden. So 
far the program has been amazing and the 
staff at both the Honors College and the Law 
School have been nothing but helpful, even 

with the smallest questions. I’m 
really grateful to have had this 
opportunity and feel prepared 
to begin the second segment 
of the program knowing that 
there are staff members on both 
sides who honestly care and are 
always willing to help.”

“I have never been more ex-
cited about starting school be-
fore this year,” exclaims Randy.  
“The dual degree program has 
made me more excited and fo-
cused toward the goals before 

me.  I am not only working towards my own 
Juris Doctorate but helping to pave the way for 
future students interested in applying for this 
program.”

“I have no doubt that membership in this 
program helped secure me a job at the United 
States Attorney’s Office, where I am now a 
clerk.  There, I assist the legal staff and at-
torneys with trial preparation, paperwork and 
I also have the opportunity to enter the US 
District Court rooms and watch trials.”
 

Robert Cahall, Rachel 
Scarlata, and Randy Ford

Honors Seminar Roundup

The Honors College Seminar is the cornerstone 
of our academic foundation. Each year we host 
a new crop of special topic courses that provide 
students with new and exciting educational 
experiences. 

The seminars offered in the Fall 2006 were 
“Childhood, Health, and Illness”; “Statistics 
Using Baseball Data”; “The Politics Of Suicide 
Bombing And The History Of Jihad ”; 

“Psychology of Leadership”; and “The Graphic 
Novel: An Interdisciplinary Approach”.

The Spring 2007 seminars included: “Gender 
Matters in Art”, “The Informed Critic: Film 
Review Writing and Presentation”, “The Case 
of the Killer Robot”, “Mathematics in Popular 
Culture”, “What Do Historians Do?”, “Law, the 
State, and the Family”, “The Psychology of Eat-
ing”,  and “Approaches to Leadership”.

As part of a continuing effort to bring new 
experiences into the classroom as well as move 
beyond the classroom to educate, the Honors 
College held a series of educational trips in 
conjunction with this year’s seminars while 
also inviting expert guest lecturers to visit the 
seminars. Trips included: the Reading Terminal 
Market, The National Archives, The National 
Gallery, The National Museum of Women in 
the Arts,  The Zimmerli Gallery , The Ritz, and 
The Philadelphia Art Museum. Guest speak-
ers included: Carrie Rickey of the Philadelphia 
Inquirer and Matthew Sorrento of FilmThreat.
com. Also, as part of the “Informed Critic” 
seminar, students created their own film criti-
cism webisodes and blogs that will be posted to 
the Honors College website.

Once again we have an ecclectic and exciting 
offering of Seminars for the coming academic 
year that include: 

“Reflections On Godel, Escher, Bach”; “Lan-
guage, Power, And Politics”; “Health And 
Society”; “Propaganda: What It Is , Why It 
Matters”; “U.S. Immigration Policy”; “Pass-
ing in American Literature and Film”; “The 
Making of Modern Europe, 1750-2000”; “Race 
and Ethnicity in the Americas”; “Heroes and 
Heartbreak: Sports in American Popular Cul-
ture”; “Information, Mathematics and the Real 
World”; “Minds and Bodies”; “Approaches to 
Leadership”; “The Psychology of Eating”; and 
“Ancient Egypt”.
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Class News 
Honors Students Present at 
CURCA (continued from page 1)

In Psychology, Laura Goins worked with Dr. Luis 
Garcia on a project called “Projection of Sexual 
Enjoyment of Others.”  The aim of this project is 
to measure how accurate one’s gender percep-
tion is of the opposite sex’s enjoyment of specific 
sexual activities.  They found that their research 
confirms the assumption that if one person en-

joys the activity, the other person will, too.  

In order to gather this data, they distributed a 
survey to heterosexual males in their Introduc-
tion to Psychology class and asked them to 
rate how much they’d think the person of the 
opposite sex would enjoy a particular activity.  
Laura and Dr. Garcia are currently working on 
publishing their findings.  

On a vastly different end of the spectrum Politi-
cal Science major Nathan Hitchen presented 
his thesis work “A Great Power: The American 
Executive and His Energy in War” which earned 
him the Dean’s Undergraduate Research Grant.  
Nathan conducted research on the war powers of 
the president in a time of crisis.  Beginning with 
Alexander Hamilton’s Federalist Papers, Nathan’s 
research traces the development of two streams 
of belief regarding executive power: the Machia-
vellian theory, which holds that the president can 
and should do whatever to uphold the constitu-
tion; and the Republican theory which says the 
president must be checked.  

In the realm of Religion, Grace Keene, also a 
recipient of the Dean’s Undergraduate Research 
Prize, presented her work entitled “Magic and 

Christianity: A Secret Romance.”  Grace says 
that magic was crucial to the spread of Chris-
tianity and is still in effect today.  She studied 

a body of newly translated Christian magical 
texts and papyri from roughly 100 AD to 1100 
AD  From these texts she concludes that magic 
and Christianity have an affinity and that magic 
is the unseen component in many religions.

Philip Osborne, a Philosophy major and recipi-
ent of the Dean’s Undergraduate Research Prize 
titled his project “Ontological Arguments: An 
Investigation.”  Phil examined the concep-
tual and logical difficulties with the modern 
ontological argument for the existence of 
God which says that is the existence of God is 
possible, then God exists.  The consequence of 
this logic is that if the non-existence of God is 
possible, then God does not exist.  Phil agrees 

with William James’ version of the argument: 
To choose is resolved by “the will to believe.”  

Phil presented his thesis at the 3rd Annual 
New England Undergraduate Philosophy 
Conference in Rhode Island on April 21, 2007. 
Phil is currently a graduate student at Purdue 
University.

Local Student Awarded Prestigious 
Fellowship

For the second year in a row, a Rutgers-Cam-
den Honors College student has been awarded 
an Intercollegiate Studies Institute (ISI)
Honors Fellowship. ISI recently selected Neal 
Robbins as one of its 50 Honors Fellows for 
2007. Each year, ISI’s prestigious Honors Pro-
gram selects the nation’s most talented under-
graduates to participate in a yearlong program 
of educational enrichment.
 
Neal Robbins recently 
attended a weeklong, 
all expenses-paid, ISI 
summer conference in 
Québec City, Canada, 
titled “Law in the West-
ern Tradition: Com-
mon, Constitutional, 
Natural, and Divine.” ISI Honors Fellows at this 
conference explored the values and ideas that 
animate the Western tradition, as the students 
untangled some of the most vexing ques-
tions of contemporary politics in light of first 
principles and discussed natural justice, natural 
law, and natural rights. While examining our 
civilization’s intellectual roots, students had the 
opportunity to engage in debate and discus-
sion led by outstanding faculty mentors from 
numerous colleges and universities, who teach 
in the humanities and social sciences.
 
In addition, as part of ISI’s Honors Program, 
throughout the next academic year, Neal 
Robbins will receive continuing direction 
from faculty mentors through participation in 
small seminars and online discussions about 
both permanent questions and contemporary 
concerns. The ISI faculty mentors and staff 
will provide one-on-one professional assis-
tance to each of the Honors Fellows, including 
information about internships, job opportuni-
ties, graduate and professional programs, and 
related concerns. Neal will also attend an ISI 
Career Development Seminar, designed to help 
prepare for future positions of leadership. 

Laura Goins (on right)

Phil Osborne (in thought)

Grace Keene

Neal Robbins
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Alumni News 
Highlights in PicturesJennie Owens: From Honors to Esquire

The Honors College sat down with Jennie Owens 
(Political Science ‘03) to find out what she has 
been working on since graduating from the 
Honors College and the Rutgers-Camden School 
of Law.  

Jennie has constantly demonstrated her intelli-
gence and leadership during both her undergradu-
ate and graduate experience at Rutgers. While 
earning her Bachelors degree in Political Science 
Jennie was a prominent student in the Honors 
College socially and academically.  

“Dr. Woll remembered my name,” Owens said in thinking back on her first day at the Honors 
College.

She chose to join the Honors College because of the small size and the friendliness of the staff. 
 
Jennie served as President and Vice President for the Honors Student Organization, a club that 
is still going strong today.  Jennie was the catalyst who obtained funding for HSO from the 
Student Governing Association and opened up the organization to non-honors students.  She 
was also a Student Governing Association Representative, President of the Political Science 
Club, and ran track and cross country.  

She represented Rutgers Camden at the National Collegiate Honors Conference in both Chi-
cago and Salt Lake City.  Through her involvement with the Honors College, Jennie says she 
learned confidence and how to speak in front of people which has helped her in law school.  
Jennie recently met with aspiring undergraduate law students in the Honors College to give 
them advice on the LSATs, law school and internships.  Jennie served as a judicial law clerk 
at the Camden County Hall of Justice in the family division under The Honorable Charles M. 
Rand.  In September she began a job in Princeton with Pellettieri, Rabstein and Altman Coun-
selors at Law where she will practice family law.   

Tyler Richendollar: From Student to Teacher
“Over the last year, I’ve been teaching special education to 4th, 5th &  6th graders at Alain 
Locke Elementary school in (West) Philadelphia, PA as a 2006 Corps Member with Teach For 
America.  Along with that, I’ve been working toward my M.Ed & dual certification (elemen-
tary & special education) at Chestnut Hill College.  Throughout the year, I’ve been an active 
member with the Alumni Association, and I am helping to pilot an “Ambassador” program 
to help our Alumni connect with student groups and increase current students social/profes-
sional networks.”

Honors College Alumni Organization Announcements
The Honors College Alumni Council recovenes this Fall with new members to plan 
for special events for the 2007-2008 academic year. This years council have commit-
ted to a two-year term and includes: Mary Clare Chezik, Tyler Richendollar, Paola 
Antenucci, Matthew Venuto, and Maria Garris.

To get involved and learn more about the HCAO please email hcollege@camden.
rutgers.edu. 

Jennie Owens (far right) 2007 Trivia Night Winners Circle

2007 Senior Dinner

2007 Freshman Orientation Trip
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