
Welcome to the Honors College!  We have lots of exciting new courses planned for this year.  
Thanks to the efforts of Senior Program Coordinator Robert A. Emmons, Jr., we have received a 
Grant from the Provost’s Fund for Innovation in the Use of  Instructional Technology.  This will al-
low us to bring podcasting to the classroom, and create audio essays of the freshman experience at 
Rutgers Camden.  We’ll also be visiting the Talk Cinema Program at the Ritz 16 in Voorhees, where 
we’ll see the latest films prior to their opening in neighborhood theaters.  All of our new programs 
will have active support and input from the Honors Student Advisory Board and the Honors Stu-
dent Organization.  Watch your email for announcements! 

In the meantime, drop by and say hello to both Robert and Dr. Woll, and let us know what your 
future plans are so we may help you to reach your goals.

P i n n a c l e
Welcome to the Honors College!

New Endowed 
Scholarships for 
Honors College

Arts & Sciences at Rutgers-Camden offers 
students the better of two worlds: It has the 
small scale of a first-rate liberal arts college 
plus all the opportunities offered by a major 
research university.  Students in Arts & 
Sciences at Rutgers-Camden are privileged 
to work with professors who are creating and 
discovering the knowledge that will shape the 
twenty-first century.  Our small size enables 
the faculty to give our students special 
attention in a comfortable intellectual setting, 
where they receive excellent preparation for 
graduate education, professional school, and 
the workplace. 

Rutgers-Camden Honors College students 
share similar traits: great minds, good hearts 
and the leadership potential to change the 
world. The Honors College seeks such 
students from across the nation and around 
the globe. Naturally, other top schools also 
seek these students. 

To successfully compete for them, Arts & 
Sciences at Rutgers-Camden is pleased to 
announce the creation of three new Honors 
College scholarships; the Baratz & Associates, 
P.A. Endowed Scholarship, the Edward P. and 
Carolyn Kiessling Endowed Scholarship, and 
the George W. and Kay H. Mamo Endowed 
Scholarship. These endowed scholarships will 
allow for increased resources for need-based 
awards, merit-based scholarships for Honors 
College students.
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Honors Professor Publishes Book; Treats 
Students To Lesson In French Cuisine

While most students at Rutgers-Camden spend April finishing final projects and polishing term 
papers, students of Professor Jacob Soll’s honors seminar “European Enlightenments and the 
French Revolution” had the enviable task of sampling rare cheeses and wild boar terrine during an 
afternoon dinner of authentic French cuisine. The dinner, prepared entirely by Soll, was part of his 
diligent efforts to introduce his honors students to European culture along with its history.

“I wanted my students to get a sense of the traditions of agrarian Europe,” said Professor Soll.  “The 
economy of Europe was completely rural and the food is a reflection of that.”  As he passed around 
each course, Soll explained its origins.  The main course, white bean cassoulet with duck confit, is a 
traditional peasant dish of southwestern France that contains preserved duck gizzards and a variety 
of sausages.  The appetizer was wild board terrine, a pate made with black forest mushrooms.  The 
prevalence of sausages and cheeses in traditional French peasant meals, said Soll, has its origins in 
ancient methods of food preservation used in monasteries.   “There are more varieties of cheeses 
and sausages in the region of Burgundy than all of North America,” said Soll.

Professor Soll, who joined the History Department and Rutgers-Camden at 1999 after two years of 
teaching French history at Princeton, has more than a scholarly interest in French culture.  After 
receiving his PhD from Cambridge University, Soll lived in Paris for eight years, earning another 
graduate degree.  He has traveled extensively throughout Europe and still lives part-time in Paris. 

Soll’s latest book, “Publishing the Prince” was published last May 
from the University of Michigan Press.  The book follows the true 
story of Abraham-Nicolas Amelot de la Houssage, a French scholar 
who shook the political foundations of Renaissance Europe with his 
translations and publications of the most important political works of 
the time, including Machiavelli’s “The Prince”.    <continued inside>
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New Endowed 
Scholarships 
for Honors College

Brian Baratz ‘72, Cliff Simmons ‘81, Ray Gi-
unta ‘80 and Francis Mulroy ‘85 are partners 
in the firm of Baratz & Associates, P.A., a 
leading Delaware Valley accounting, tax and 
business consulting firm established in 1982. 
They recently established a $50,000 Endowed 
Fund for Honors College Scholarships.

Brian Baratz ‘72 is a founding member of 
Baratz & Associates and a Certified Public Ac-
countant with thirty years of private practice 
experience. He has extensive experience in 
tax planning, transaction restructuring, and 
forensic accounting. Brian has been a seminar 
panelist for the Institute for Continuing Legal 
Education and has appeared as a guest on 

the Camden County Bar Association public 
service television show, “Legal Line.” He is a 
member of the American Institute of CPAs, 
the New Jersey Institute of CPAs, the New 
Jersey Society of Forensic Accountants, and 
the National Association of Certified Valua-
tion Analysts. Mr. Baratz is also active with 
the Turnaround Management Association, the 
Institute of Management Consultants, and the 
Association of Insolvency and Restructuring 
Advisors. He was an examiner for the United 
States Trustees Office and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and has served as a Bankruptcy 

Court Trustee and a United States Bankruptcy 
Court Mediator.

In addition to his professional commitments, 
Mr. Baratz is extremely active in the local com-
munity. He has served on numerous boards, 
including the American Heart Association, the 
Cherry Hill Chamber of Commerce, Carn-
egie Bank, the Jewish Federation of Southern 
New Jersey, and the Jewish Geriatric Home. 
He is currently Co-Chair of the Faculty of 
Arts & Sciences’ Dean’s Leadership Council. 
An avid golfer, Brian was also Treasurer and 
Vice-President of Woodcrest Country Club 
in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. He has been most 
involved with his synagogue, Temple Emanuel, 
in Cherry Hill. Mr. Baratz was the President 
of the Men’s Club as well as serving terms 
as synagogue Treasurer and Vice-President. 
During his tenure as President of Temple 
Emanuel, Brian was the driving force behind 
the construction of a new home for the 1,000 
family member congregation. Brian lives in 
Cherry Hill with his wife of thirty years and 
has two sons.

Raymond Giunta ‘80 is a shareholder, Certified 
Public Accountant and investment specialist 
with extensive experience in financial, estate, 
and investment planning. His specific concen-
trations include business and tax planning for 
closely held companies. His industry focus is 
in construction, retail, and personal service 
companies. He is a member of the American 
Institute of CPAs, the New Jersey Society of 
CPAs, and the Estate and Financial Planning 

Counsel of Southern New Jersey. 
Mr. Giunta has been active in local organiza-
tions and is a past President of the Order of 
Sons of Italy in America, Lodge 2567. He 
was selected as the organization’s Man of the 
Year in 1998. He is also Past President of the 
Pinelands Rotary Club. Ray is a Trustee of the 
Paralysis Charitable Trust. Mr. Giunta lives in 
Shamong Township, New Jersey with his wife 
and their two sons. 

Cliff Simmons ‘81 is a shareholder and a Certi-
fied Public Accountant with extensive experi-
ence in certified audit functions, consulting 
services, and litigation support activities. Mr. 
Simmons served as Partner in charge of Certi-
fied Audits and performs audits for a variety of 
industries including: construction contractors, 
homeowner associations, savings and loan 
institutions. He is a member of the American 
Institute of CPAs, the New Jersey Society of 
CPAs, the Medical Group Management As-

sociation, and the Health Care Planning and 
Marketing Society of New Jersey.
In addition to his professional commitments, 
Mr. Simmons is heavily involved in youth 
sports as the founder of the South Jersey 
Barons Youth Club, a 501(c)3 non-profit youth 
soccer organization for which he serves as 
President. His activities include coaching, fund 
raising, and working with area disadvantaged 
youth. Mr. Simmons lives in Blue Anchor, New 
Jersey with his wife and three children.

Fran Mulroy ’85 is a shareholder of the firm. 
Mr. Mulroy has experience working with a 
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Dating isn’t the only thing done at high 
speed these days.  Honors College students 
received a fast-paced education on the art 
of networking last April during a session of 
“speed networking,” sponsored by the Hon-
ors College and Career Services and hosted 
by networking expert Stacey Kaye   

“Networking is a valuable skill for students 
to learn,” said Kaye.  “Like anything else, 
it gets easier with practice.  You need to 
practice and get comfortable talking about 
yourself with others.”  Kaye, who holds a 
Masters degree in market research from the 
University of Georgia, formerly taught New 
Product Development at Rutgers-Camden 
and has presented several workshops on 
networking.  She credits her networking 
ability with securing her 50 job offers in the 
past 15 years.  

In a society that prefers most things at high 
speed, from dating to Internet connections, 
speed networking is a fun and efficient way 
to practice valuable communication skills.  
Students gathered at an afternoon “mocktail 
party” where Kaye presented various meth-
ods for effective networking.  For example, 
Kaye encouraged students to develop an “el-
evator speech,” akin to a condensed version 
of an oral resume.  

broad range of clients in various industries 
such as information technology, health care, 
real estate/construction, and wholesale/dis-
tribution. He is a member of the American 
Institute of CPAs and the New Jersey Society of 
CPAs. Mr. Mulroy lives in Mt. Laurel, New Jer-
sey with his wife and three children. He is very 

active and enjoys coaching youth basketball, 
baseball, and soccer teams in his community.

Edward P. and Carolyn Kiessling: Mr. Kiessling 
is Co-Chair of the Faculty of Arts & Sciences 
Dean’s Leadership Council. He grew up in 
Haddonfield, New Jersey and attended Rut-
gers-Camden, graduating in Political Science 
in 1977. He also attended LaSalle University 
receiving his MBA in 1983. Mr. Kiessling is 
currently President and COO of Commerce 
Insurance Services, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Commerce Bancorp, Inc. He also sits on 
the board of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Southern New Jersey and works with many 
community and charitable groups in the 
region. He lives with his wife and two children 
in Moorestown, New Jersey. They recently es-
tablished a $25,000 Endowed Fund for Honors 
College Scholarships.

George W. and Kay H. Mamo: Mr. Mamo, 
a 1976 alumnus has spent more than two 
decades in executive leadership positions with 
charitable and educational organizations, 
as well as in development enterprises that 
have taken him throughout the United States 
and around the world. Early in his career he 

Honors College Students Hone Their 
People Skills With “Speed Networking”

“If you only have 30 seconds to introduce 
yourself to someone, what would you want 
to tell them?” asked Kaye.  “Your elevator 
speech should convey your background, 
your abilities and your goals.”   

After Kaye’s presentation finished, the speed 
networking began.  Students paired up to 
converse with various faculty members who 
volunteered for the workshop.  After five 
minutes, students rotated to a new faculty 
member.

“I thought it was really useful,” said Honors 
College sophomore Paola Antenucci.  “I 
met people in my disciplinary area that I 
had known of around campus, but because 
I’m not yet in a program, I hadn’t met them 
before.  So this was awesome.”  

“It helped me a lot,” added first year Honors 
College student Mike McClain.  “I feel a lot 
more comfortable talking to others about 
myself.  I’m going into pre-med, and I actu-
ally got some contacts and names of people 
to talk to about the program”

Despite the anxiety often associatied with 
networking and meeting new people Kaye 
says, “You just have to do it. Like with 
anything else, you have to get over your fears 
and get out there and do it.”

directed a homeless shelter run by Central 
Atlanta Churches, an interracial coalition. In 
his next position, he spent 12 years as Vice 
President of Administration for Feed the Chil-
dren, an international relief organization based 
in Oklahoma City. In 1995, he was thrust into 
the world spotlight when he coordinated the 
work of some 5000 volunteers and the delivery 
of relief supplies to rescue workers following 
the Oklahoma City bombing. In 1999, after 
a three year stint as director of global human 
resources at Winrock International, an eco-

nomic development agency headquartered in 
Arkansas, he became executive vice president 
and chief operating officer of the International 
Fellowship of Christians and Jews, based in 
Chicago. Mr. Mamo is immediate past chair of 
the Faculty of Arts & Sciences Dean’s Leader-
ship Council and a 2004 inductee into the Rut-
gers University Hall of Distinguished Alumni. 
They recently established a $25,000 Endowed 
Fund for Honors College Scholarships.

Francis Mulroy

Class News 



French Cuisine
<continued from front cover>

Until then, such influential works were avail-
able only in Latin.  Amelot de la Houssage’s 
French translations, complete with annotations 
and criticism, provided an opportunity for 
a growing educated public to access the elite 

world of the ruling classes.
“This was a big deal then,” said Soll.  “This was 
a huge media campaign to expose how kings 
were trained to be kings.”  Although Amelot de 
la Houssage died poor and obscure, his series 
of books would become best-sellers during 
the Enlightenment and directly influence the 
French Revolution.
While Soll plans on teaching Honors Seminars 
in the future, students eager for a taste of Eu-
ropean history will have to wait until next year.  
Soll was awarded a prestigious grant from 
the National Endowment for the Humanities 
and will spend the 2005-2006 school year in 
Europe, researching and writing his next book, 
“Of Princes and Paperwork.”

Potential hot downloads for 2005-06? P.Diddy, 
Dave Mathews Band, and the Rutgers-Camden 
Honors College. Beginning this fall, students 
in the Rutgers-Camden Honors College will 
have access to podcasting 
–- a kind of audio blogging 
-– thanks to a $2,000 grant 
from the Rutgers-Camden 
Provost’s Technology Fund. Two 
proposed applications of the 
technology, which consists of 
one iPod and mobile recording 
devices, are to create a fresh-
man stories program, inspired 
by NPR’s “This American Life,” 
and to enhance the classroom 
experience for both student and 
teacher. 
Robert Emmons, Senior 
Program Coordinator at the 
Rutgers-Camden Honors Col-
lege, will recruit freshman Honors College 
students to participate in what he envisions 
as a portfolio of audio shows to feature varied 
perspectives on college life. 
Parents and friends will be able to keep track 
of their Rutgers-Camden Honors College 

Podcasting Debuts at Rutgers-Camden Honors 
College This Fall 

freshman by downloading podcasts from the 
Honors College web site at 
http://honors.camden.rutgers.edu. 
The Honors College podcasting equipment 

also will be available to 
instructors and 
students for their own in-
terpretation of the new me-
dia. For instance, students 
in a creative writing course 
this fall should be prepared 
to have their written words 
also serve as spoken words. 
Podcasting allows users to 
download the lecture, 
narrative, or creative work, 
and listen to it on an iPod 
or MP3 player when the 
right moment strikes. 
“I’m sure there are also 
other ways to use the 

technology that we haven’t thought of yet. But 
bringing new technology into the classroom 
brings new excitement. Just being on the 
cutting edge enhances the overall learning 
experience,” says Emmons, who believes the 
technology will continue to integrate into 
course curricula throughout the year. 

New Students in BA/JD 
Program
The Honors College would like to congratulate four of our under-
graduate students: Robert Cahall, Angela Costa, Randy Ford, and 
Rachel Scarlatta, who have been admitted to the new BA/JD Pro-
gram.  Highly talented and qualified students have the opportunity 
to complete both a Bachelor of Arts and a Juris Doctor in six years 
rather than seven through the  BA/JD Dual Degree Program, a joint 
endeavor of the Camden College of Arts and Sciences and the Rutgers 
Law School-Camden.  During the undergraduate years these students 
will be advised by the pre-law advisor and the School of Law Director 
of Admissions in order to prepare them for their future careers.  Stu-
dents will also meet with lawyers in their areas of interest in order to 
advise them of job opportunities.  We congratulate the students who 
have been admitted to the program, and we look forward to growing 
numbers of admitted students in the future.

BA/JD students
with

(L to R): 
Robert Cahall

Rachel Scarlatta
Prof. McLeod

(program adviser)
Angela Costa
Randy Ford

 (L to R): Anton Triner, Brian Dalzell, 
Prof. Soll



Alumni News 
Tara 
Bartlomiejusz 
(Marketing/
Psychology ‘03), 
a Marketing graduate of 
the School of 
Business is at New York 
University studying for 

a Masters in Advertising. 

Carolina Cabrera 
(Political Science 
‘02) recently gradu-
ated from Rutgers Law 
School, and she is 
currently clerking for 
The Honorable George 
L. Seltzer, J.A.D. in 

Atlantic City.  She won the Pro Bono Publico 
Award for Significant Service, and served on 
the Immigration & Naturalization Project 
and the Rutgers Bankruptcy Pro Bono Proj-
ect while in Law School.

John Clancy (Po-
litical Science/
Philosophy ‘03), 
currently in Rutgers 
Camden Law School 
has been a Marshall 
Brennan Fellow and 
has taught constitu-
tional law to Camden 
High School students.  

He is a top 25 Oralist in the Hunter Moot 
Court Program, 

Chris Colalongo 
(Political Sci-
ence ‘04) fulfilled 
a lifetime dream as 
he travelled through 
China during the 
past year.  He writes:  
“China remains to be 
a blast. I am currently 
getting ready to travel 

around China for Chinese New Year (Spring 
Festival). So hopefully by the end of next 
week I will be in Hong Kong, then Macau, 
Guangzhou, and eventually Shanghai. Still 

can’t believe it! Also went hiking the other day 
in the mountains outside of Beijing which was 
so beautiful. It was nice getting out of the city 
and getting back to nature a bit. The trail was 
about 12.5 Km. long and we walked up about 
800m through rock fields, rivers, little towns, 
and even a thousand year old Buddhist shrine...
it was amazing. The hike however almost didn’t 
happen. As we arrived at the start of the trail 
(which began at the little town of Qi Yuan 
Cun) The head of the town told us the trail was 
too dry and the risk of fire in the area was too 
great. He told us this while puffing away on a 
huge cigar, the ashes of which he was flicking 
haphazardly into a pile of dried hay!!!!  But 
after a few minutes (about a half hour) of argu-
ing with the man, he let us pass. But it was so 
much fun.”

Alan Finn (Political Science ‘03)
is currently a claims specialist at Liberty Mu-
tual Insurance.

Lynn Fischer (Biology ‘01)  recently 
graduated from Rutgers Law and is currently 
working in a Philadelphia Law Firm.  She is 
also continuing with her life-long interest in 
Biology and is working on her MA at Rutgers 
Camden.

Kate Gribbin (English ‘01) currently 
works for an maritime/environmental consult-
ing firm.  She is currently a manager in charge 
of tracking oil tankers and their shipments.

Mae Joo (Political 
Science ‘04) is in the 
graduate history pro-
gram at the University of 
Pennsylvania.  She will be 
a White House intern in 
the fall for First Lady Laura 
Bush.

Ken Lawyer 
(Accounting ‘03) is 
currently a Federal Tax 
Accountant at the FMC 
Corporation.  He will be en-
tering Villanova University’s 
School of Law in the fall, 

and will be receiving a Masters in Taxation on 
completion.  Ken has graciously consented to 
be the President of the Honors College Alumni 
Council.  If you wish to participate in alumni 
events, email Ken at ken_lawyer@yahoo.com.

Bonita London (Psychology ‘00), 
a 5th year PhD student in Social/Personal-
ity Psychology at Columbia, has focused her 
research on exploring issues of stigmatization, 
stress processes, coping, and achievement. In 
one line of research (with Geraldine Downey), 
London utilizes a social-cognitive model of 
stigmatization to explore the experiences of 
African-American students in different uni-
versity settings. In several studies, London has 
demonstrated how expectations and concern 
about being marginalized because of one’s race 
can become activated when ethnic minority 
students feel threatened--e.g., when there are 
cues that others may treat them differently or 
have low expectations of their performance. 
The anxiety and expectations of marginaliza-
tion that occur in these contexts may promote 
feelings of alienation and discomfort and ulti-
mately undermine the academic engagement 
and achievement of minority students. London 
has also extended this model to the experiences 
of women by proposing a Gender-Based Rejec-
tion Sensitivity model (RS-gender). In this 
second line of research, she has demonstrated 
the causes and consequences of expectations 
of gender marginalization on the performance 
and investment of women in academic and 
social domains. 

London says her goal is to “understand how 
institutions and organizations may promote a 
sense of comfort, belonging, and respect for 
members of traditionally stigmatized groups, 
thereby making the environment conducive to 
academic achievement and psychological well-
being.” A second goal is to explore the efficacy 
of specific coping strategies. 

In another line of research (with Carol Dweck), 
London explores the beliefs students hold 
about their past and future successes. Here 
London and Dweck focus on the underly-
ing processes and consequences of academic 



of Criminal Justice, Appellate Bureau.  Next 
year, she will serve as a judicial law clerk to The 
Honorable Charles M. Rand, P.J.F.P (Presiding 
Judge Family Part).

Keemya Richards (Marketing ‘02) is 
currently attending the Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School in Lansing, Michigan on an Honors 
Scholarship.  She will probably pursue a career 
in property law, specializing in real estate or 
intellectual property.

Brian Thiel (Biology ‘01) just finished a 
Masters in cell biology at the University of the 
Sciences. He works for the Wistar Institute, and 
has purchased a house in West Philadelphia.

Patrick Wallace 
(English ‘02) is pres-
ently the Coordinator 
of Campus Involvement 
at Rutgers–Camden. He 
helps oversee all of the 
undergraduate student 
organizations, the 

Student Governing Association, plan campus-
wide student events and many other things.  
He is also currently seeking a Masters Degree 
in the field of English at Rutgers – Camden.  
Upon completing his Masters he would like 
to move to the mountains, grow a beard and 
engulf himself in the fine art of carpentry.  He 
is also still working on his first novel, due out 
roughly in the spring of 2037. 

Chris Wolk (History 
‘04) is in his second year 
at the Rutgers University-
Camden School of Law and 
working as a law clerk for 
Aronberg, Kouser and Paul, 
in Cherry Hill. He married 
in the summer of 2004. 

Chris and his wife are expecting their first child 
in January. 

impostorism--i.e., the set of beliefs students 
hold about the authenticity of their intellectual 
capabilities. Students who are often objec-
tively successful but do not internalize their 
success in ways that allow them to develop a 
sense of mastery over their own academic fate 
may be vulnerable to inaccurate views of their 
achievements and low confidence in their own 
capabilities. 

London was awarded a National Science 
Foundation Graduate Fellowship, as well as 
the NIMH National Research Service Award: 
Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, for her research. She 
graduated from Rutgers University in 2000, 
received her MA in 2003 and MPhil in 2004 
from Columbia. London hopes to complete her 
PhD studies in May 2006.

Jessica Maddox 
(Nursing ‘03) recent-
ly received her master’s 
in gerontological nursing 
from the University of 
Pennsylvania. She gradu-
ated with honors.  She 
is currently working 

for Evercare at St. Ignatius Nursing Home in 
Philadelphia.

Chris Maisano 
(Political Science/
History ‘04) recently 
entered Library School at 
Drexel University.  He is 
studying for a Masters in 
Library and Information 

Science.  He hopes to work in an academic 
or public library and specialize in technical 
services or reference.

Jennie 
Murabito
(Political 
Science ‘03) is 
currently in her third 
year of law school and 
is planning a wedding 
for next year.  She 

just finished an internship with the Office of 
the Attorney General of New Jersey, Division 

Honors College 
Student Groups

A large part of the many exciting events and 
ideas that flow through the Honors College is 
due to its student organizations. The Honors 
Student Organization and The Honors Advi-
sory Board are student led groups that provide 
the students and the staff of the Honors Col-
leges with many opportunities and ideas. 

This year, led by officers Mary Clare Chezik, 
Matt Venuto, Maria Garris and Lynn Martin, 
the HSO held trips to Dorney Park, Creamy 
Acres, and cooked meals for the Ronald 
McDonald House among many other things. 
They also held a fundraiser by selling HSO 
pins, still available in the HC offices. For more 
information please email mgarris@cadmen.
rutgers.edu. 

The HAB, led by Randy Ford, Mike McClain, 
Paola Antenucci, Brandi Scardilli, cosponsored 
a screening at the Ritz Theater, and a trip to see 
the Camden Riversharks. They also created a 
suggestion box system for the Honors College 
and held a fundraiser for The Dooley House in 
Camden by selling Honors College bracelets, 
still available in the HC offices. For more infor-
mation please send an e-mail to 
rcford86@camden.rutgers.edu. 

To learn more please visit their websites at
http://honors.camden.rutgers.edu/orgs.htm


