
HONORS SEMINARS FALL 2014 

 

50:525:109:01   

M.A. R. Habib, Islamic Literature 

TTh 1:30-2:50, Classroom CS 202 

Credit in Literature 

Also satisfies the Global (G) requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences 

 

What lies behind the current atmosphere of Islamophobia? What does the Qur’an really say about 

terrorism? About war? About women? What are the true meanings of jihad? What is Islam’s attitude 

toward Jews and Christians? How do the great Islamic philosophers and poets approach their own faith? 

Why is Rumi – an Iranian poet – the most popular poet in America today? What kinds of connections 

subsist between the literature and philosophy of Islam and the categories of Mediaeval European 

thought? What role does Islam play in the historical development of Hegel’s dialectic? What are the 

connections between Islam and capitalism? Islam and socialism? These are some of the questions that 

have been ushered into prominence by recent events on the stage of international politics. This course 

will cover the fundamental beliefs of Islam and the development of its theology and literature, as well as 

its relation to Judaism and Christianity. We will examine a number of major literary and philosophical 

texts in the Islamic tradition, relating their central themes and dispositions to movements in the 

contemporary Islamic world. 

 

50:525:112:01 

Wayne Glasker, History and Biography 

MW 2:50-4:10, Classroom CS 203 

Credit in History 

Also satisfies the Diversity (D) requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences 

 

This course explores how biographies can illustrate or illuminate larger themes in American life and 

history. One of the themes we will explore is diversity in American society over the last fifty years or so. 

We will utilize biographies of Jo Ann Robinson and Rosa Parks (both involved in the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott of 1955-56); President John Kennedy; Betty Friedan (a founder of the National Organization for 



Women in 1966); and Ryan White (a young teenager who was diagnosed with AIDS in the 1980s). There 

will be papers that ask you to respond to directed questions. The course will be supplemented by video 

material. 

 

50:525:119:01 

Wojtek Wolfe, Introduction to International Politics  

TTh 11-12:20, Classroom Cs 202 

Credit in Political Science  

Also satisfies the Global (G) requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences 

 

This course introduces and develops the major theoretical approaches to international relations (IR) and 

uses these approaches to describe, explain, and understand a variety of past and contemporary issues 

and events. The ultimate goal of the course is to teach students to think logically and analytically about 

international politics. We will integrate ongoing events into the lectures and discussions, but avoid 

“pop” politics. The course is organized in five parts; parts I and II introduce and apply the dominant 

theories of international relations; part III examines critical issues surrounding conflict and security; part 

IV examines the international political economy; and part V examines various evolving agendas. 

Supplementary articles are part of the required reading and will be available for download on Sakai. 

 

The classroom will focus on an active learning approach with a combination of interactive lecture and 

discussion. By the end of the course, students will have a clearer understanding of international politics 

and will have had an opportunity to apply their knowledge in a UN simulation.   

 

A schedule of class readings, lecture topics, and other class-related information is available on Sakai. You 

will need to log onto this page often during the semester, so please let me know if you are having 

problems accessing Sakai. 

 

50:525:120:01; crosslisted with 50:830:H1  

Sean Duffy, Introduction to Psychology  

Credit in Psychology 

MW 2:50-4:10, Classroom CS 202 



 

In this seminar-style class we will discuss key issues in psychological science. We address important 

debates and discoveries and learn the methods for acquiring data on mind and behavior. Rather than 

use a textbook we will be reading original articles and chapters from the psychological literature, and try 

to apply concepts to real-world problems. Some topics we shall address include social, developmental, 

abnormal, cultural, personality, health, cognition, perception, sensation, and biology. As a course we will 

try to design our own research project and go through the steps of collecting data in order to 

demonstrate how psychologists think through problems.  

 

50:525:126:01 

Carla Giaudrone, “Cultura rioplatense”: Cultural Aspects of the River Plate 

TTh 3-4:20, Classroom CS 203 

Satisfies the Global (G) requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences 

 

“Cultura rioplatense” (River Plate culture) is an inclusive concept that refers to the culture of 

Uruguayans and Argentines inhabiting the River Plate Basin region. The course will focus on the cultural 

production of the two capital cities of the River Plate – Buenos Aires and Montevideo – from the rural 

traditions of the gauchos (cowboys) to the sensual urban rhythms of tango music. We will approach this 

region through written texts (primary and secondary sources), film, drama, music, and art. I also strongly 

encourage you to follow breaking news from Argentina and Uruguay. 

 

50:525:128:01 

Tyler Hoffman, Making Social Change 

Credit in Urban Studies  

Friday 12:20-3:00, Classroom CS 202 

Satisfies a General Education requirement in Social Sciences 

 

In this seminar we will examine the opportunities, strategies, and processes (governmental, 

organizational, etc.) for making social change on small and large scales and on various institutional 

platforms. We will take up a range of examples of efforts to make such change from the conception of 

an idea through its marketing and implementation, the so-called “how-tos.” Students will come to 



understand how others have made change and will have the opportunity to envision themselves as 

agents of change in areas such as education, health, poverty, public safety, and sustainability. The 

course includes an experiential learning component that will involve field work and research in the city 

of Camden. 

 

50:525:129:02 

Chinyere Osuji,  Race in Latin America 

MWF 11:15-12:10, Classroom CS 202 

Credit in Sociology 

Also satisfies the Diversity (D) requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences 

 

The goal of this course is to have an understanding of race and race-mixing in Latin America. We will 

compare and contrast forms of racial categorization, discrimination, and ideologies, whether in the form 

of nation-building projects, addressing racial inequality, or sexuality and family formation. We will draw 

primarily on social science perspectives towards race-mixing, including the work of historians, 

anthropologists, and sociologists. By the end of this course, students should have a deep understanding 

of race relations in Latin America, particularly the extent to which issues are different and similar among 

populations. In addition, students will learn to apply a sociological lens to understanding the research 

methods of studying racial dynamics in Brazil and Latin America writ large. Students should expect to 

improve their critical thinking skills, information and technological literacy, and reading, writing, and 

presentation skills.  


