
HONORS SEMINARS SPRING 2014 

 

Art and Media in the Digital Age 

Robert Emmons  

50:525:103:01 (Credit in Art)  

M 1:20-4:00, CS 202 

 

Digital technologies have fundamentally altered the nature and function of media in our society. We are 

living in a remediated world. Age-old practices have been renewed and new forms created. Digital tools 

produce a new “way of life,” a new “way of sensing.” They impact, influence, and inform the art and 

artists of the 21st century. This seminar will explore the convergence of media and art with digital 

technology as well as the cultural impact of this convergence on American society 

 

History of the Horror Film 

Matthew Sorrento 

50:525:103:02 (Credit in Art)  

F 12:20-3:00, CS 202 

 

This seminar will survey the history of horror, a dynamic though misunderstood tradition in cinema. 

After beginning with the horror film’s first appearances in American and German silent film, this survey 

will trace the genre’s development in the early Hollywood studio system up through contemporary 

treatments. We will analyze how cinematic/cultural movements and historical eras have informed 

horror movies, and how landmark films – including Wiene’s The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, Hitchcock’s 

Psycho, Romero’s Night of the Living Dead, among others – have revised the genre. This survey will also 

consider the artistry of trademark directors, screenwriters, and performers through in-class screenings, 

readings, and close analysis. 

 

How to Read a Poem 

Patrick Rosal 

50:525:109:01 (Credit in Literature)  



TTh 11:00-12:20, CS 202 

 

In this course, we’ll examine contemporary poetry, considering the ways it uses sound, rhythm, silence, 

metaphor, lacuna, and pace, among other things.  We’ll consider the ways in which a poem enacts an 

experience (rather than merely describing one). We will try to identify the poem’s “agon” or struggle. 

We will ask how the poem’s sound and structure interact; how do they convey meaning? Students will 

be required to submit weekly written responses, participate in class discussion, and write a final paper. 

 

Nineteenth-Century French Fiction  

Norman Ellman  

50:525:110:01 (Credit in Literature)  

TTh 3:00-4:20, CS 202 

 

This is a course in French Literature and Civilization, presented through short works of fiction by 

celebrated French authors, including Honoré de Balzac, Prosper Mérimée, Gustave Flaubert, and Guy de 

Maupassant.  We will read several short stories and novellas by these and other writers, concentrating 

on the historical, literary, and cultural contexts of the works, through close reading and analysis of the 

texts. All the stories will be in English translation and no knowledge of French is required. There will be 

several short papers and tests, and a final exam.  There will also be at least one class field trip to 

Philadelphia to explore French Art and Civilization outside the classroom. 

 

Course note: Also satisfies the Global (G) requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences 

 

Modern Mexico, Real and Imaginary 

Lorrin Thomas 

50:525:112:01 (Credit in History) 

TTh 1:30-2:50, CS 202 

 

“Modern Mexico, Real and Imaginary” is a course that explores both the complex history and the many 

fictions surrounding Mexico as a nation. Beginning with the founding mythologies–the Aztec empire, 



Cortes and the conquistadors–that still inform Mexico’s present, we will move on to examine how the 

Mexican Revolution in 1910 sought to remake Mexico’s future in the early 20th century. We will explore 

the artistic explosions of the post-revolutionary era, including the work of muralist Diego Rivera and his 

wife, the painter Frida Kahlo, and the ways in which their art expressed a forceful challenge to North 

American cultural dominance in Mexico. Through film, fiction, political commentary, and other media, 

we will learn about Mexico’s struggles to balance the weight of history against the aspirations of 

modernity. This course requires substantial reading and weekly writing assignments. 

 

Course note: Also satisfies the Global (G) requirement in the College of Arts and Sciences 

 

Contemporary Moral Issues  

Michael Genzler 

50:525:117:01, cross-listed as 50:730:316:01 (Philosophy) 

F 12:20-3:00, CS 203 

 

This seminar will be a philosophical exploration of various moral and social issues that we face today. 

We will read and discuss philosophical writings on Cloning, the Death Penalty, Family Ethics, Abortion, 

Free Speech, Just War Theory, Ethics and Animals, and End-of-Life Decisions, among others.  Emphasis 

will be placed on analyzing and formulating arguments related to these issues, this being done through a 

combination of class discussion and written assignments.  

 

Course note: Also satisfies the Transcultural Health and Diversity requirement in School of Nursing 

 

The Psychology of Eating 

Charlotte Markey  

50:525:120:01 (Credit in Psychology) 

Tu 1:30-4:10, CS 203 

 

This course focuses on understanding the psychological processes underlying the development of eating 

behaviors and the adoption of both healthy and maladaptive cognitions and behaviors concerning food, 



eating, and our bodies.  Issues to be addressed include food choice, the development of food 

preferences, motivation to eat, cultural influences on eating patterns, weight-regulation, body image, 

dieting behaviors, obesity, eating disorders, and treatment of unhealthy and clinical eating problems.  

The psychology (not the physiological processes) of eating will be emphasized, and psychological 

problems associated with eating will be thoroughly discussed.  This class will be taught as a seminar, 

with a focus on comprehension and application of information about the Psychology of Eating to daily 

life.   

 

Religion and American Culture 

David Krueger 

50:525:123:01 (Credit in Religion)  

MW 2:50-4:10, CS 203 

 

This discussion-based seminar explores the various ways that religion has shaped and been shaped by 

American experiences from the pre-contact and colonial periods to the present. Using a variety of 

interdisciplinary sources, the course will interrogate the relationship between religion and several 

dimensions of culture in the United States, including economics (i.e. social and prosperity gospels), race 

(i.e. slavery and civil rights), politics (i.e. civil religion and the Constitution ), sexuality (i.e. marriage 

definitions and gender norms), U.S. foreign relations (i.e. missionary movements and military 

interventions), science (i.e. Creationism and technology), and violence (i.e. nativist riots and the criminal 

justice system). The methodology of this course considers religion in both popular and institutional 

forms, tracing their beliefs, practices, rituals, embodiments, and demarcations of sacred space and time. 

Students will read several articles and books, write a series of short papers, and deliver an in-class 

presentation.  

 

Pulitzer Prize Winning Dramas: Holding the Mirror up to Modern America 

Nancy Ellis 

50:525:127:01 (Credit in Theater Arts) 

Th 1:30-4:10, CS 203 

 

In this seminar, we will be discussing a selection of Pulitzer Prize winning plays in the context of cultural 

history, of theater history, and of performance theory. How do these plays reflect and shape American 



culture? In what ways have theatrical values and practices changed from the 20th century into the 21st? 

What makes a play “classic” as opposed to “old” or “of the moment”? 

 

In addition to discussion of the plays, students will be required to write short papers of analysis and 

response. We will attend several live theater events in Philadelphia. The course will culminate in a 

creative project based on personal reflection and research. 

 

Ecology: The Urban Science 

Thomas Knoche 

50:525:128:01 (Credit in Urban Studies)  

MW 1:20-2:40, CS 203 

 

“… [T]he best innovations in human history have arisen by learning from and modeling natural systems. 

Cities need to develop this perspective.” 

 

                Peter Newman and Isabella Jennings, Cities as Sustainable Ecosystems, 2008 

 

Natural ecosystems have many characteristics that urban systems should replicate.  This course will 

focus on five core ecological concepts that can help transform cities into better and more sustainable 

places to live and work. Students will explore these concepts via classroom discussion, hands on 

exercises, tours to local sites, case studies, and participation in a local urban open space initiative. The 

course will introduce students to many urban challenges, and current strategies for responding to them.     

 

Sociology of Childhood and Adolescence 

Cynthia Saltzman 

50:525:129:01 (Credit in Sociology)  

W 1:20-4:00, CS 202 

 



This class will introduce students to the social, historical, and cultural construction of “childhood” and of 

children in the West and in various societies around the world. The course pays close attention to the 

changing cross-cultural experience and activities of children in contemporary societies and looks briefly 

at human learning in the context of cultural evolution. We will give special consideration to how cultural 

diversity, social class, and gender roles affect family dynamics, the meaning and perception of 

childhood, and cultural values. 

 

This course will include individual creative projects and may involve the organization of a visit to a 

theater production or a museum with local Camden children. 


